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EXTRACT OF 4 SERMON, 


BY H. BALLOU, 


From 1 Peter iv. 17, 18.—‘t For the fime ts come thal 
judgment must begin af the house of God; and if i 
first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that 
obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner 


appear.” 


The following particulars require to be distinctly 
considered : 

1. The house of God, in distinction from those who 
obey not the gospel. 

Il. The judgments of God on both, and their rela- 
live severity. 

Il]. The nature of that salvation which is indicated 
in our text by the following words: 
scarcely be saved.”” And, 

IV. Ascertain the meaning of the words, ‘*‘ Where 
shall the ungodly and sinner appear ?”’ 

1. By house of God, we are to understand the broth- 
erhood of believers in Christ Jesus, who were united as 
children of one family, and were faithful to the laws 
and ordinances of God. Jesus called his disciples the 
house of his Father, in John xiv. ‘“*Let not your hearts 
be troubled ; ye believe in God, believe also in me.— 
In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were 
not sol would have told you. I goto prepare a place 
for you.” St. Paul very clearly expresses this subject 
in the following passages: Heb. iii. ‘*-And Moses veri- 
ly was faithful in all his house as a servant, for a tes- 
timony of those things which were to be spoken after ; 
but Christ as a son over his own house; whose house 
are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing 
of the hope firm unto the end.’ WHere we learn that 
believers beloug to this house as long as they hold fast 
their confidence. Gal. vi. **As we have therefore op- 
portuvity, let us dogood unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith.’ This house- 
hold of faith is the house of God. Eph. ii. speaking to 
Gentile believers, the apostle says, ‘‘Now, therefore, 





“If the righteous | that their iniquity was not full ; 


of our text, 





ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow- | 


citizens with the saints, and of the household of God ; 


and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and : 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
| That is, if we who adhere to the testimony of Jesus, 


stone.” 


By the passages here noticed, we learn that the 
| these sufferings from the hands of those who are the 


ohurch of believers in the gospel were called the house 
of God, the household of faith, &c. 
from those who believed not. But. we must make a 
distinction even among those who were unbelievers, 
who did not obey the gospel of God. Those of whom 
the apostle speaks in our text, as not obeying the gos: 
pel, must, of necessity, be those who had rejected it ; 


in distinction , 


-— 


for people in remote parts of the earth,who had had no | 


spportenity of hearing of Christ or his doctrine, could 
not Le justly denominated disobedient to its laws. This 
distinction you will all allowisa very natural one ; for 
surely to speak of the judgments of God on people for 
not helieving and obeying the gospel of which they 


rn ‘had-no kuowledge, would be a most unreasonable 
ling, 4 


Our minds are therefore directed toward those who 
had heard the gospel, who had seen the wotiderful and 


miraculous works of God, designed as evidences of its 
divinity. 


‘** What shall the end be of them who any 
not the gospel of God,” on the Jewish nation, and par- 
ticularly on Jerusalem, the seat of those authorities, 
which perpetually persecuted the believers in Jesus, 
and especially those who taught in his name. 

It seems that we have the two classes mentioned in 
our text, clearly designated before us. The persecuted 
church of believers in Jesus on the one hand, and the | 
Jews, who rejected the Messiah, who persecuted and | 
put him to death, and continued to persecute and vex 
his disciples, op the other. 

2. The attention of the audience is now invited to 
the consideration of that judgment mentioned in our 
text, which began with the house of God, but ended 
on that wirked and adulterous generation on whom Je- 
sus denounced all the blood which was shed, from the 
blood of Abel to the blood of Zacharias. At the time 
Jesus denounced on Jerusalem this judgment, it seems 
for we read iu the 23d 
of Matthew as follows : “*Wherefore ye be witnesses 
unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them that 
killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of 
your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
How can ye escape the damnation of hell? Where- 
fore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men. 
and scribes ; and some of them ye shall kill and cru- 
cify ; and some of them shall ye scourge in your syna- 
gogues, and persecute them from city to city ; that 
upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon 
the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the 
blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew 
between the temple and the altar. Verily | say unto 


you, all these things shall come upon this genera- 
tion.” 
In this portion of our Saviour’s words, we learn, that 


those Jews who refused him and his doctrine, would 
also refuse his disciples and persecute them, for which 
they would be visited with those awfully severe judg- 
ments, which he not only in this place denounced on 
them, but which he so fully set forth to his disciples in 
the 24th and 25th chapters of this gospel, as well 


as in other passages recorded in the New Testa- 
ment. 
Now the relative severity of the sufferings of the 


house of God, and of those devoted Jews, who obeyed 


: not the gospel, is intimated in our text in the follow- 


ing words: ‘* Andif it first begin at us, what shall 
the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God.” 


and are faithful to his righteous cause, are visited with 


enemies of our Lord and master,and whe have been 
his persecutors and murderers, what must be the pun- 
ishment of their wickedness? The conclusion is evi- 
dent: it must be vastly greater in its severity, than all 
that we suffer by their means. 

There can be no reasonable doubt but St. Peter, 
when writing this encouragement to his brethren, who 
with himself suffered many things from the bloody 


‘hands of these enemies of Jesus and his doctrine, had 





In a word, it is perfectly consistent witb all | 


jin recollection the words of his divine Master to tliat 


generation of vipers, which we have before quoted: 
for he was present when Jesus so vehemently denounc- 
ed the judgments of God upon them. And he, no| 
doubt, remembered what be heard his divine Master | 
say, which is recorded in the 24th of Matthew and in 
the 2ist of Luke. Ifthe hearer will be so faithful as 
to examine those two chapters, he will understand the 





nature of this subject. The speaker cannot, in the 


circumstances relative to our subject, to fix the words ‘ limits of this discourse, quote all that belongs to it. 


— ee 

We have now come to where an important question 
may be profitably considered. The question is this ; 
Did the apostle Peter here speak of future punish- 
ments which the enemies of the gospel would suffer in 
the eternal world, and which they would have to suf- 
fer to an endless duration, which is the common doc- 
trine on this text? We answer, no; for he was not 
authorised to go beyond the judgments which Jesus, 
his master, had denounced. And it is an undeniable 
fact, that in the dreadful judgments which the Saviour 
described as the punishment of the sins of his enemies, 
he did not extend their sufferings beyond a mortal state. 
And it is furthermore of importance to observe, that as 
Jesus said; ** Think not that I am come to destroy 
the law and the prophets, | am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfil,” so he never extended the judgments of 
God beyond where the law of Moses and the testimo- 
ny of the prophets bad before carried them. 

If we read Moses on the subject of the punishments 
which God threatened on Israel, in case of their dise+ 
bedience, we shall be struck with the greatest horror 
and astonishment, but shall read nothing about their 
being punished in a future state ofexistence. See Le- 
viticus 26. Here are described all manner of evils to 
which man is incident in a mortal state. The famine, 
all manner of sickness, the pestilence, droughts, mil- 
dews, the sword of their enemies, their land in desola- 
tion, they in the most cruel captivities where they 
should continually waste away before the sword, which 
would be continually drawn out after them. And in 


this account, be it remarked, God says, that this pun- . 


ishment is according to their sins. Therefore, whoev- 
er says, that sin is not punished in this world denies 
the word of God ; and whoever says, that sin is not 
punished according to its demerits in this mortal state, 
denies the divine testimony. See what the prophet 
Jeremiah sets forth in his Lamentations, chapter 4.— 
In order to have any thing of a just idea of this descrip- 
tion, it is necessary to imagine the case our own, and 
suppose ourselves besieged by a powerful enemy, shut 
in on every side, our stores exhausted, nothing in our 
markets, our wives and children looking pale upon us, 
we not a piece of bread to give them, our young men 
pined away, and appearing like shadows in the streets, 
our most delicate mothers, now loosing all natural af- 
fection, lay their hands on their little children—But I 
cannot proceed. When! meditated this subject my 
children came around me, and called up such feelings 
as I will not attempt to describe. Suppose oar infu- 
riate enemy finally enters our town victorious, our 
brave warriors, who had bared their breasts to the 
storm of war, are cut to pieces, and all falls into the 
hands of a most savage and barbarous soldiery. Such 
is but a faint description of what the prophet set forth 
in his Lamentations over Jerusalem, over which our 
Saviour wept, knowing that the time of her visitation 
was near. In the prophet’s account, he makes a com- 
parison, and says, ‘*For the punishment of the iniquity 
of the daughter of my people is greater than the pun- 
ishment of the sin of Sodom, that was overthrown as iu 
a moment, and no hands stayed upon her.” 

As recorded in the 21st of Luke, Jesus informed his 
disciples, that before the judgments which he prophe- 
/sied would come on the Jews, should commence, they 
would suffer much persecution from their hands. With 
this in his mind, how perfectly natural was it for Pe- 
ter, when speaking of the sufferings which the Chris- 
tians endured from the persecuting hands of the Jews, 
to call their attention to consider how much greater 
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sufferings their persecutors Were doomed to endure, 
than dhey were suffering for the cause of Christ. To 
the’ Same Sect the Saviour spake, when he was going 
‘to the cross: “And there followed bim a great compa- 
ny of people, and of women, which also bewailed and | 
Yamented him. But Jesus, turning unto them, said, 
(O, how graceful must have been his appearance) | 
Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep | 
for yourselves, and for your children. For behold, the 
days are coming in the which they shall say, blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and 
the paps which never gave suck. Then shall they be- 
vin to'say to the mountains, fall on us; and to the hills 
cover us. For if they do these things in the green tree, 
what shall be done in the dry ?” 


In his account of the destruction of the Jews, and of 
the vengeance of God upon them, Jesus was particu 
Jar in his reference to what had been written on the 
subject; he says, ‘For these be the days of vengeance, 
that all things which are written may be fulfilled.”— 
Let it be further distinctly noticed, that in the three 
accounts, whith are recorded by Matthew, Mark and 
Luke, of the denunciations of the judgments of God on 
the enemies of Jesus, for their sins, the whole is confin- 
ed to that generation ; and not the least intimation of 
punishment in a future state of existence, any more 
than we find in the writings of Moses and the pro- 
Phets. 


3. We now proceed to speak of the nature of that 
salvation which is indicated in our text by the follow- 
ing words: “If the righteous scarcely be saved.”” In 
order to maintain the opinion, that the apostle meant 
to speak of the hereafter and endless punishment of 
the wicked, in our text, it has been supposed, that by 
the salvation of the righteous, the apostle meant an 
immortal state of glory and felicity, But let reason be 
exercised for a moment on this subject : what is meant 
by the word scarcely? Does it mean something that 
is fall and complete? Does it not in fact necessarily 
mean something that is scanty? Yes, it most surely 
does. Now, is it reasonable or scriptural to apply this 
word to the state of immortality and eternal glory, 
which the scriptures promise? Take the words of 
Christ to the Sadducees for example, where he speaks 
of the resurrection-state: ‘Neither can they die any 
more; for they are equal unto‘ the angels; and are 
the children of God, being the children of the resur- 
rection.» My brethren, do you candidly think that 
the word scarcely can properly be applied to this state 
of incomprehensible glory? Look at the description 
which St. Paul gives of the resurrection state, in his 
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vation of the church which Peter spake of, when he 
said, “If the righteous scarcely be saved ;” for this was 
bat a scanty salvation, many of the church suffered 
much, and some of them suffered death; according to 
the words of Jesus before he was crucified. 

Ath, and lastly: **Where shall the ungodly and the 
sinner appear?” ‘This form of expression naturally 
signifies, that the ungodly and the sinner would be in 
a condition much more deplorable and distressing than 
that of the righteous. And this idea has all along 
been evidently exhibited in this discourse. 

The apostle no doubt kept his eye on the testimony 
of his Master, who had in his hearing described the 
sitaation which his enemies would be in, in the day of 
their visitation. Following the account we have in 
the 24th of Matthew of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
aud the distress of the people, the Saviour delivered 
three parables, which are recorded in the 25th chapter, 
evidently designed to represent the different situations 
of his friends and his enemies, when these judgments 
were sent. In the first parable, he represents his 
friends by virgins who were wise, who took oil in their 


vessels with their lamps, and being prepared, were re-! 


ceived into the wedding when the bridgroom came.— 
But his enemies are represented by foolish virgins, who 
took no oil in their vessels with their lamps, who, vot 
being. prepared, or in readiness when the bridegroom 
came, were rejected. In the second parable, he re- 
presents his friends by servants who had improved their 
lord’s money in a proper mavner, and were received 
into his favor and joy; but his enemies are represent- 
ed by a wicked, slothful servant, who hid his lord’s 
money,& made no improvement, and who was censured 
by his lord, and cast into outer darkness, where were 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. In the third and last 
parable spoken on this subject, the divine teacher re- 
presented his friends, as having fed him when he was 
hungry, clothed him when he was naked, visited him 
when he was sick, and administered unto him when be 
was in prison; by which he signified the good offices 
which his friends should do to his disciples. Asa re- 
ward for this, they are received into the gospel privi- 
leges and dispensation ; but his enemies are represent- 
ed as having neglected those kind offices; for which 
reason it was said to them, ‘‘Depart from me, ye curs- 
ed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels ;”’ or, in other words, for that earthly &icarnal 
authority, which was inimical to the gospel, and for its 
agents, who persecuted the saints. 

The judgments of God on the wicked are represent- 
ed by fire, in sundry places in the scriptures ; and the 
comparison is very just, for as fire consumes the fuel, 


can quench it, becanse of the evil of your doings,» 
And much more might be quoted to the same purport. 
So Jesus usually represented the judgments of God on 
the enemies of the gospel by the similitude of fire; butwe 
have no authority for carrying these threatenings be- 
yond this mortal state. 

(~The above Sermon can be had by the single or 


dozen, at this office.—Also on hand a great variety of 
Sermons by different authors. 





THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE UNIVERSALIST 
ASSOCIATION, 


Met in Hancock, N. H. on Tuesday evening June 
7th, 1825, and chose Br. E. Smith, Moderator. Br, R. 
Bartlett, Clerk. 

The following Ministering Brethren were present : 

Br. Elias Smith, Boston, Mass; Br. Samuel C. 
Loveland, Reading, Vt.; Br. Charles Hudson, West- 
minster, Mass.; Br. Warren Skinner, Langdon, N.H.; 
Br. Robert Bartlett, Hartland, Vt.; Br. Lemuel Wil- 
lis, Lebanon, N, H.; Br. Lyman Maynard, Batre, 
Mass. 

Sermons were delivered by Brs. Warren Skinner, 
from 2 Tim. ii. 19; Charles Hudson, from 1 Cor. ii. 
14; R. Bartlett, from Ps. xc. 14; E. Smith, from Rev. 
v. 7; 8. C. Loveland, from 2 Cor. iv. 1, 2. 

Christ. Repository. 





AN ATHEIST CONVINCED. 


Sir Isaac Newton, having an acquaintance who de- 
nied the existence of a Supreme Being, took the fol- 
lowing method to convince him of his error upon his 
own principles. Expecting him upon a visit, he pro- 
cured a very handsome globe of the starry heavens, 
which being placed in a corner of the room in which it 
could not escape his friend’s observation, the latter 
seized the first occasion to ask from whence it came, 
and to whom it belonged. ‘+ Not to me, said Sir Isaac, 
nor was it ever made by any person, but came here by 
mere chance !”’ hat, replied his sceptical friend, is 
absolutely impossible; you surely jest.” Sir Isaac, 
however seriously persisting in his assertion, took oc- 
casion to reason with his friend upon his own atheis- 
tical principles. ‘* You will not, said he, believe that 
| this small body originated in mere chance, and yet you 
| would contend that those heavenly bodies, of which it 
lis only a faint and diminutive resemblance, came into 


' 


| existence without order or design! Pursuing this chain 
ed reasoning, his fricud was at first confounded, in the 
next place convinced, and ultimately joined in a cor- 





first epistle to the Corinthians, xv. ch. “It is sown in | so do these judgments consume the people. Will you | 
corruption, itis raised in incorruption ; it is sown in| say that the text says, ‘*Depart, ye cursed, into ever- 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, | lasting fire; and therefore must mean ina future 
it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is| state? But cannot fire burn in this world as well as in 
raised a spiritual body. And so it is written, the first} another? Moses, speaking of the jadgments of God on 
man Adam was made a living soul, the last Adam was | the Jews for their wickeduess, says, Deut. xxxii. “For 
made a quickening spirit.” The candor of this aud- | a fire is kindred in mine anger, and shal! burn unto the 
ience is requested to judge, whether this description of lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her in- 
glory, power, life and immortality, can well be expres- | crease,and set on fire the foundations of the mountains. 
sed by the words “scarcely saved?” Do you believe || will heap mischief upon them ; | will spend my ar- 
that the blessed in heaven will use such Janguage to’ rows upon them. They shall be burnt with hunger, 
express their salvation, and say, ‘We are scarcely and devoured with burning heat, and with bitter die- 
ped Psy ase oF with him for whose cause traction,” &c. Isaiah ix. “For wickedness burneth 
e suflered in the flesh? And do you believe that he | ljike a fire: i a y i 

woule express bis salvation from mortality and death rom ibe sed  peubi go. hac Pagani. Noon 
in the words ‘scarcely saved?” No, St. Peter had no shall mount up like the lifting up of sm ak ; Througt 
allusion to a future state in our text, neither on the 1 eb . r hosts y Gi fad eid. 
; ’ , the wrath of the Lord of hosts is the land darkened, 

sn of the righteous, nor on the Part of the ungodly.— | and the people shall be as the fuel of the fire; no man 
etmner aes Sent cgicies TyiM vel ll yas is Suber, “Choe your 
bout to come like a storm ea all the nation ofthe Je, of joes pee ere rags Magen * ectobe 
Jesus gave his disciples particular directions wh “| ce gdey tras ce eieak a La gs abr ny 
in what manner they should make their stian : .. Te en wo Stee ae a pia ” aig | pe hagets, 
rusalein, to the mountains éf Judes nts wee + oe 3 _ your doings. Jer. xxi. “O house of Dayid, thus saith 
understand tiiat great care aren ty a a 2 me @ the Lord : execute judgment in the morning, 
Right, would be haeevlaly. re i sé 2 ey liver him that is spoiled out of the hand of the oppres- 
J rue the temporal sal- | sor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn, that none 





and de- 


dial acknowledgement of the absurdity of denying the 
existence of a God. W.H.A. 





Rockingham Universalist Assocriation. 
A meeting of the above named Aszociation will be 
holden at Nottingham, N. H. on the 7th and 8th days 
of September next. 





The Generai Convention of Universalists, 


Will meet at Hartland, Vt. on the third Wednesday, 
of September next. 





To Readers and Correspondents. 


We have received a communication signed * onion,’ 
on the sulyject of a future Judgment ; aud we will pub- 
lish it with a Reply, when the senior editor, who was 
the author of the comauuication to which * onion" 
alludes, shall have :eturned from the country. 





For Sale at this Otice, A Series of Lectures on the 
doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By Rev. ABNER 
KNELKLAND.— l’rice 75 Cents. 


Aiso, the Child’s Scriptural Catechism, by Rev. H. 
BALLeu. 
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REMARKS ON HOSEA XII. 1. 


feedeth on wind, and followtth after the 


& Ephraim 
P east wind.” 


If Epbraim of old time had been the only people in 
the world who ever fed on vanity, the subject of our 
text might be contemplated as claiming ho other re- 
ward than a piece of history, which would afford no 
very profitable instruction, as it would not be applica- 
ble to any of the present day. But as St. Paul, in his 
time, spake of some who were tossed to and fro, and. 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, it seems 
that nearly eight hundred years after the prophet had 
set forth the character of Pphraim, as in our text, the 
apostle found people of a similar description. And 
even now, it is confidently believed, there are many, 
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‘be effected. Ifa few Universalists are found in a town, ly declare t 





who have, not only set their faces toward the wind, 
but do, in real earnest endeavor to feed onit. We, 
may not affirm that these people know that what they | 
swallow with so mach avidity is wind, but we think | 
that no great is at hazard by saying that we can 
prove it to be so. 

To come directly to our subject, we say, that even! 
so respectable a denomination of christians as those’ 
who style themselves Unitarians, liberal christians, &c. | 
appear to be doing little moré than to employ a great | 
deal of learning and calculation to give influence to 
what is mere wind or vanity, aud are calling the at. 
tention of people to engage in a pursuit not very un-| 
like the endeavors of Ephraim when he followed after 
the east wind. We beseech our brethren, to whom | 
these remarks apply not to be offended, for we are | 
endeavoring to do the work of faithful friends. We | 
proceed to show that what these brethren pursue is | 
wind. What is wind ? I[t is air in motion, or the mo- | 
tion of air. When the air is still we say there is no} 
wind; but when, from any cause, a motion in the air 
takes place, we then say there is a wind. If we un. | 
dertake to confine this wind in any thing, or to any | 
one place, we immediately find there is no wind. Now’ 
this is precisely the case with what is called unitarian- | 
ism; it is a commotion, a current, a rush among the, 
people. If we endeavor to confine it, or define it, or 
to bring it into a condition to be analyzed, there is 
nothing of it. 





We find, it is true, the elements as they 
were before this doctrine, or wind was perceived; but 
ne one will pretend to present us with any other result 
of an analysis of this doctrine than the ove here named. 
And certain it is that the wind never shifted oftener | 
nor blew in more different courses than this doctrine is 
varied to suit the tastes and appetites of those who feed | 
on it. 

Ask the most skilful of those doctors, who make 
this doctrine their study and business, to describe it, 
and they will present you with an ingeniously arrang- 
ed catalogue of negatives. Ist. They do not believe 
that Jesus Christ is the very God; but they will not 
say that he is mere man or any thing else, definitely. 
2d. They do not believe that the Creator decreed from 
all eternity to grant everlasting salvation to a part of 
mankind, and that the rest should glorify him in end- 
‘ess wo, as do the Calvinists. 3d. Butif you ask them 
if they believe that the Creator determined to save 
all men, you have a negative for your answer. Athly. 


glad to see the hypocrisy of these people exposed, and 


name of the Great «ternal 





If you ask if the divine Being determined that any 
should be saved or any forever lost, the answers are in 
the negative. 
trine, is, that the Creator neither determined that any 
should be Saved, or that any should be lost; and this 
great negative is the duct through which every breath 
of wind must pass on which the liberal christian is al 


lowed to feed. A positive reality is not to be found in 
all their views. 


With their metaphysical barometers these learned 
doctors weigh the atmosphere of every place they 
visit, and calculate what change is necessary to be 
produced, and the means by which such change may 


ges. There is not a paragraph, there is nota line, no, 
Finally one grand negative, as to doc- | 
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he existence of an invisible power, and, 
their early endeavor will be to arrange them in the | the observing mind with religious adoration. 
wake of their wind. They will tell them, privately,; ‘Vhe fool hath said iv his heart, there is no,God,” 
that they do not believe the Creator ever made peopte' That man must be stupid, even to a miracle, who, 
to be forever miserable. ‘This negative is catched by | while surrounded by the beautiful harmony and order 
the unwary Universalist and swallowed as a precious of the visible creation, could persist in denying the ex- 
morsel. The learned Unitarian preacher calls on this istence of an infinitely wise, and powerful Ureator.-— 
simple man the next day, and takes tea with the fam- Every effect must have a cause. That cause, that op- 
ily. On this occasion he renders himself agreeable as erates to produce any effect, must itself, either be 
possible, and suggests to the good man that there is sclf-existent, or the production, or effect of some other 
scarcely a shade’s difference between Unitarians and cause. If it be self-existent, then it is the indepen- 
Universalists, and thinks, on the whole, that they can dent and prime Mover of all subordinate causes and 
agree to worship together. This sounds so liberal that effects, and consequently God: But if it be dependent, 
the Universalist becomes delighted. Now is the mo-| aud itself an effect, then the inquisitive mind marches 
ment to put the air io motion! The Unitarian says; | on, from the effect to the cause till it arrives at the first 
come you who are Universalists join with us, and we; Cause, and bows with adoring veneration at his 
can take the meeting-house away from the Calvinists ; | throne. 
and when we have got rid of them you can have the} What exquisite pleasure does the contemplative 
house part of the time, or I am willing to exchange | mind enjoy in bebolding the rising and setting sun!— 
with your sort of preachers. This is received as a wise | How ravishing, how charming, to walk forth on a fine. 
policy, and the Universalists are presented with the | summer morning, at the rising of the god of day, into 
proposition, which many of them are induced to ac-| the hilly pastures, or the green meadows, into the lux- 
cept. A town or parish meeting is called, the crafty | uriant vale, or the leafy forest, beside the silent lake 
Unitarians and the decoyed universalits unite and vote | or the rippling rivulet, beside the wide rolling river, 
the meeting-house to themselves. Or if they offer to| or the expansive ocean, and hear, and see the animal’ 
share it with the orthodox, they do it knowing that it | world waking from the emblem of death; while the 
will not be accepted ; and the orthodox must build | sable shades of night, are instantly dispersed, and 
themselves & house or do without one. But how do| darkness chased from every surrounding object! The 
the liberal Unitarians now proceed? Will they ex- | flocks go forth to gaze. It is delightful to see them 
change with Universalists? No. Will they allow the | crop the tender grass. The little calves, and lamb- 
Universalists the house part of the time? No, not if| kins skip and sport around their dams. The robbin 
they are numerous enough to prevent it. What now! | sings in the boughs of the apple tree, already bending 
Why the deceived Universalists find that they have | with green fruit, while all the feathered songsters of 
been fed with wind! And we say, as the Universal-| the forest carrol ampng the spreading branches of the 
ists were willing to goto work and sow the field, they | oak and hemlock, tuning their voices to their Maker’s 
are fairly entitled to reap the harvest. ‘They have praise. The finny tribes leap up from the liquid ele- 
sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind.” | ment, in honor of Him, who gave them being. The 
Should the orthodox smile at this and say, we are | pose and lilly display a beauty and magnificence, iofi- 
nitely superior to that of Solomon, or Nebuchadnezzar 
in all their glory. The sun’s golden beams are reflect- 
ed, so as to produce every variety of colour, from all 
the different surrounding objects, animate and inani- 
mate; and all things combine their harmonious testi- 
mony, and proclaim to the listening ear, and observing 
eye, in language not to be misunderstood, that “the 
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. The world is full 
of the glory of the Lord. He bath stretched out the 
north over the empty space, and hung the earth upon 
nothing.” 
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we hope this writer will be liberal toward them in his 
chastisements, they are advised to read the verse which 
follows our text and be humble: **The Lord hath also 
a controversy with Judah, aud will punish Jacob ac- 
cording to his ways.”” H. B. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
THE BOOK OF NATURE, 


The Book of Nature, is that volume of divine truth, | 
which, in ail ages, is spread out, equally before allna-| To walk forth in the cool of the evening, and watch 
tions, and which it is impossible to corrupt. In every | the departing rays of the king of day; to see him slow- 
page we read in legible aud sublime characters, the | ly sink behind the cloud-capt mountain, or dipping his 
liis jife-giving power op-|rim in the ocean, gradually lose himself in the world 
erates over the face oe! the whole earth, and pene- of waters, is a scene, that all, who will, may enjoy ; 
trates even to the depths of every part of the immense | but which none can perfectly describe. In the morn- 
Ocean. He lives through all life, spreads undivided, | ing, he shot forth his rays from the eastern, even to 
and operates unspent. He is seen in the great and the | the western sky: Now he withdraws his beams from 
He pervades by his presence universal exist- | the orient, and hides himself from the lingering eye, 
ence. His centre is every where, and his circumfer- | beyond the western horizon. A pleasing melancholy 
ence no where. ‘The heavens declare his glory, and | steals silently upon the mind. The nightingale and 
the earth sheweth forth his handy work.’? Let us then | whippoor-will strike up their notes,and the wild beaste 
walk through nature up to nature’s God. prowl through the thick and lonely forest. The in- 

The study of this book, has been a source of ineffa- | sects and reptiles pour forth their songs of gratitude 
ble delight to the great and the good in every age and aod praise to their Father and Benefactor; and thus 
clime. Men of genius have delighted during every |4ay and night hymn perpetual anthems of adoration to. 


part of their earthly existence, to peruse its sacred pa- the great First Cause. The pale moon-beams fall fee- 
bly, and thinly upon the earth and the ocean; and.af- 


ford just light enough for the superstitious, dimly, to 
see, in burying-places & other haunted spots,the spec- 
tres of their alarmed imaginations. This is a season, 
sacred to contemplation, The starry heavens. now 
present to the student of nature the most grand and. 
sublime spectacle, that mortals are permitted to be- 
hold. Millions of suns, bright representatives of the 
Eternal, are seen at an immense distance from our 
earth, diffusing light and heat to other systems, infi- 
nitely distant from ours. Worlds on worlds, system: 
on systems are now seen lo compose the universe. . 





mipute. 


not a single word that was not written with the finger 
of Jehovah. No interpolations, no doubtful readings, 
no corrupted texts, are to be met with in this book.— 
No hyperbolical expressions, no rhetorical figures, no 
parables of which the meaning is obscure, or doubtful, 
no technical, no scholastic terms, are to be found here. 
It is all plain. Every sentence is indisputably true.— 
It costs nothing. All possess it without money and 
without price. In order to read it, nothing is necessa- 
ry bot to open our eyes: and to understand it, nothing 
but reflection. The visible things that are seen plaia- 
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When { have been gazing at these “bright millions of | First The proper tranlation of the pasage, (as we 
the night,” and contemplating on the immensity of the | believe,) makes the preaching to those who were dis- 
works of the great { AM, this question has involuntari- | obedient, ‘not in the time of Noah, but whose disobed- 
ly, and frequently presented itself tomy mind, Will jience, was of the same quality or enormity, with those 
that august Being, whose creative energy has sum- | spoken of as sinvers in Noah's time. . 
moned into existence all these suns and worlds, ever, The second inquiry relative to the time when the 
take the infinite stoop, and degrade himself by car- preaching spoken of took place, will regard the quick- 
rying into execution the anathemies of those ignorant | &?ing, oF resurrection of Christ from the dead. ; The 
and peny priests who so zealously deal ‘damnation Preaching was subsequent to the quickening of Christ 
rennd the land on each they judge his foe ;”” and burn , bY the Spirit. If the Qeentsen, Was asked, unconnect- 
with implacable and vindictive wrath towards a part ed with the discussion of this particular subject, When 
of the intelligent world ; and sentence the offspring of | bait Christ quickend? The vp would uniformly be, 
his power, wisdom, and love to suffer the mconceiva- When he rose from the dead! We — then, a ts 
ble pains of an endless hell, for the momentary crimes clear that the preaching was after Christ # resurrection. 
of a frail and imperfect life! !? No, No: I have in- | This harmonizes with Christ’s declaration, that he 
stantly answered myself: The very thought is impious ! | would send the Comforter, who should reprove | the 
Do bigots and fanatics think the everlasting God in- world of sin, &c. The preaching was by the Spirit; 
terested in their silly, and puerile whims! Alas, for | ot by Christ personally. Hence Christ — be said 
poor man, while he places implicit confidence in, and | t© preach by the Spirit, whenever the Gospel is preach- 
sufiers himself to be guided by a superstitious, and | ed in its punty. In harmony with this view, is Paul's 
selfish priesthood, who build their heaven on pride, declaration, 2Cor. v. 20; ** Now then we are ambassa- 
and hell on spite. | dors for Christ, as.though Christ did beseech you by 
The stars are generally considered to be suns, like , "33 We pray you in Christ's stead; be ye reconciled 
the one in our system, each surroufded by a proper | to God.” : 
number of worlds, or planets, These suns or starsare| In the 4th chapter the connexion is farther explana- 
thought t¢ be innumerable, consequently there are in- | tory of this view of the subject. For it is declared of 
numerable worlds; and unquestionably all inhabited ithe Gentiles. that they thought it strange that believ- 
by beings capable of receiving, enjoying, and impart- | ers did not run with them to the same excess of riot, 
ing happiness; and all dependant on the power, wis- | which riot is particularized ; and of whom it is declar- 
dom, protection, and unchanging goodness of the Crea- | ed, that they “ shall give account to him that is ready 
tor. Dr. Hershel! supposes that where the stars ap- | to judge the quick and the dead.” It is then added, 
pear in the greatest number. they form primaries and | ‘‘For this cause was the gospel preached alsoto them 
secondaries, or suns revolving about suns as planets re-| that are dead.’ For what cause? Answer—‘* that 
volve about the sun in our system. This supposition they might be judged according to men in the flesh, 
is probably true in regatd to the whole universe! The but live according to God in the spiri/.”’ A careful 
Dr. thinks this must be the case, in what we call the | attention to the terms flesh, and spirit, will remove all 
milky-way, as the stars are to be seen there in the | difficulty from the subject. Consider these terms as 
greatest abundance. He has given the following lconvertible with quick, aud dead, in the preceding 
proof of this theory. On the 22d of August, 1792, he| verse. In Rom. vi. 13; * Neither yield ye your mem- 
found in the short time of 41 minutes, no fewer than, bers as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin; but 
258,000 stars passed through the field of view in his yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from 
telescope. How manifold are the works and ways of | the dvad.” We ask, Were not these quickened 2? Did 
the great Creator ! Truly the heavens, we may repeat they not inhabit their bodies of flesh and blood, when, 
again, and again, declare his glory, and the firmament | and after they were quickened ? Were they not dead, 
showeth forth his handy work. before they were quickened ? Have we not here an in- 
Who can tell creation’s bounds! Where is the last | controvertible evidence, that men sustain the charac- 
link in this immense chain of being! ‘ Systems into. ter, and are in the conditions, ofthe quick, and the dead, 
systems run.” The planets revolve round their suns, | in this world ? To illustrate and prove this view of the 
and the secondaries, or sattellites round the planets; | subject to be correct, beyond the possibility of refuta- 
and by their perpetual revolutions produce the eternal ; tion, we adduce the following—Rom. viii. 8. 9; ** So 
changes of day and night, summer and winter, seed|then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
time and harvest. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be 
How wonderful are the works of God in the vegeta | that the Spirit of God dwell in you,” &c. In verse 11; 
ble world. Compare the cedais of Lebanon with the | ‘But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the 
infinitely varied forests in the mould of cheese and, dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the 
stale paste! How much does the observing mind see | dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit 
to admire in the procreation of all sorts of vegetables. | that dwelleth in you.’? One verse more, 13th; ** For 
But how much more astonishing is the procreation | if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die - but ifye through 
and preservation of the animal world. How infinitely | the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
varied, and how wisely connected is the animal crea- live.” We ask, ls a man dead, when he dies? If he 
tion! The curious mechanism of every species of ani- is, our view of this subject is correct. But, if a man is 
mals,from the collossa] mammoth to the microscopic eel, alive when he dies, we are wroug. The subject is so 
displays to every observer, the designs and skill of an| plain that be that runs (if he does not run away from 
infinite Intelligence. ELIPHALET CASE. it,) may understand. As plain as words can teach, we 
are taught, that the righteous are ‘‘alive from the 
dead.” | That the Spirit of God quickens men. That 
("The following Remarks are extracted from the | those who are in the Spirit are not in the flesh.” And 
(New-York) Gospel Herald. that those who live after the flesh shall die. 
REMARKS on 1 Perer iii. 20, ann iv. 6 Now return to 1 Peter iv. 5, and 6. Who are the 
: oe quick? Ans. They who are in the Spirtt,—they in 
Our views of the passages in question might be given | whom the spirit of God dwells. Who aré the dead ? 
briefly in the remarks, that we prefer Wakefield’s| Ans. They who live after the flesh. Who are they ? 
translation of | Peter iii. 20, to the common one; and! Ans. 1 Peter iv.2,3, **That he no longer sbould live the 


of the dead spoken of in chapter iv. 6, that we prefer} rest of his time, in the flesh, tu the lusts of men, but to 
the Scripture exposition of the term,to modern opinions. |the will of God. 
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For the time past of our life may 
As our correspondent probably expects something | suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
more full on this subject, we will notice the connex-; when we walked in laschiviousnes, lusts, excess of 
tod of the passages quoted. 





| wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable ido!a- 








|tries.”’ The Gentiles, then, lived after the Mesh, and 


were dead in trespasses and sins. The quick, the be« 
liever, and the dead, the uubeliever were to be jude- 
ed. What for? Why was the gospel preached ta 
these dead Gentiles? Ans. **That they might be judg- 
ed according to men in the flesh, but live according to 
God in the spirit... Why judged according to men in 
the flesh? Ans. Because they had lived after the flesh 
and were dead. Because God's judgments eventuate. 
in the judged living no longer after the flesh ; but liv- 
ing according to God in the spirit. We see, then, that 
God judges men in their real condition. The dead in 
sins, are judged as dead. ‘The quickened, in whom 
God's spirit dwells, are not judged as dead, but as a- 
live. How strange, then, the conclusion, that those 
who are dead, are disembodied spirits in another world, 
and that world a ghostly prison. In the 17th verse, 
Peter speaks of the judgment heginning at the house of 
God. Surely the scene was at Jerusalem, where the 
house of God was judged. 

The opinion cherished by some, that the term spiri/s 
necessarily signifies disembodied or immortal beings, 
will lead to gross absurdity. John says, 1 epis. iv. 1; 
‘Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because many false pro- 
phets are gone out into the world.’’ Are not false pro- 
phets and spirits used here as convertible terms? The 
spirits spoken of by Peter, however, were in prison ; 
consequently, the inquiry must he, Who among the 
human family, are spoken of in the scriptures as being 
in prison? for we shall confine ourselves to the scrip- 
tures for testimony. Ans. The Gentiles—the very 
people who are spoken ofiv 1 Peter. Proof—Isa. xlii. 
6,7, speaking of the coming of Christ, says, “I the 
Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to 
open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison 
house.”’ The prison,then,is darkness, and the prisoners 
then are the Gentiles! Here are the spirits in prison! 
Christ preached by the spirit of God, which quicken- 
ed him, to these spirits, and will continue to preach, 
until the last prisoner shall have escaped from the 
gloom of error, and God be all in all. 

In addition to what is already said, there is more tes- 
timony we shall offer, which, we think, is quite suffi- 
cient to put the question at rest. We read John xiv. 
25, 26. xv. 26. and xvi.7—I11. ‘These things have 
I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. But 
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
| whatsoever | have said unto you. But when the com- 


jforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the 
| Father. even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, he shall testify of me. Nevertheless, 
I} tell you the truth : it is expedient for you that I goa- 
i'way: forif | go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if! depart, I will send him unto you.— 
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment; of sin, be- 
cause they believe not on me; of righteousness, be- 
cause | goto my Father, and ye see me no more; of 
judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.” 

In the Acts ofthe apostles, 2d chapt. we read, that 
on the day of Pentecost the Comforter, or Holy Spirit 
came unto the disciples. Then commenced the 
preaching of the gospel, by the spirit that raised up Je- 
sus from the dead—then the spirits in prison, the Gen- 
tiles, first heard the glad tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. Daniel Hudson, of Boston, 
to Miss Caroline Augusta Kimball, of Portsmouth,N.H. 

DIED IN THIS CITY, 

Mrs. Mehitable Phillips, aged 70, consort of Mr. 
Samuel Phiilips.—The mortal remains of this lady 
were yesterday attended to the silent tomb, by rela- 
tions and friends, to whom she had endeared herself, 
and by whom she was highly esteemed, for she had 
| faithfully fulfilled the duties of a wife and a mother— 
pores practised neighborly kindness and friendship, in 
| seasons of distress as well as prosperity—Active chari- 
ity, benevolence, and the other virtues are an honor 
land praise in this life, and give to survivors the most 
happy anticipation of her participation in the joys of 
eternity. The feelings of a distant connexion, who 
jhas seen and can bear testimony to the amiable and 
‘christian character of the deceased, wil! not allow the 
omission of this just though feeble triuute to departed 





‘'worth.—Pal. 


Mrer Nancy, consort of Mr. Wm. Adams, aged 32. 





